
STAND FIRM OR

Jesu s Avo id s Tem ptati on

¥ Discerns SatanÕsPur pose (22:31)
¥ Und erstands Sata nÕs Blin din g (22:34 )
¥ Molds Himself accord in g to scr ipture (35-38 )
¥�Tells His discip les to pr otect themsel ves (40, 46)
¥ Prays for His subm ission to GodÕsplan (41-4 4)
¥ Accepts the hour of dark ness (53)

Lu ke 22 :31 -65

Spir itua l stru ggles are real. Leaders are li ke head pins in
a bowli ng al ley. They ar e the targ eted ones. We are to
pr ay for tho se in leaders hi p. If we th in k th ose over us ar e
fin e wi tho ut ou r prayers an d sup port, the n we ar e
desperatel y nai ve. The stro ngest leaders wil l be th e ones
fin din g su pport, not m uc h differen t than Jesu s did with
Peter.

A. Our Vulnerabilit y (22:31-34)

No one is exemp t from the evi l oneÕsploys. Satan
temp ted Peter and even Jesu s (Lu 4:2). Why is it that
we exemp t ou rs elves? I am not sayi ng th at Satan
th in ks us so strate gic so he hi ms elf com es after us ,
bu t for lesser strate gic people, he has lesser strategic
demo ns to test an d taun t. The testing is simi lar .

Now we mi ght be su rp ri sed why God woul d give
perm ission to temp t Peter (22:31). Jesus evidently
kn ew about th e wh ole deal . Un ders tan di ng th e way
God deals wi th ma n are dif fic ul t enough let alone
und ers tand ing the operation s of the spir itual worl d.
We hav e two accoun ts th at provide us wi th some
in sight in to th ese issues.

1. Permission Granted (31-32)

2. Target Locat ed (31-32)

3. Help Engaged (31-32)

4. Naivet y Exposed (33-34)
PeterÕsacknowl edged wil li ngness is dif ferent th an hi s
commitme nt. Our emotio ns bli nd us of ou r spir itual
imma tu ri ty. We thi nk all is fin e. Jesus Õword s of rebuk e
- of wh at woul d hap pen - were sure ly to return becaus e
they were no t hear d (cf. 22:61-62).

¥ I n th e Garde n (Gen esis 3: 1-7 )

¥ I n J obÕsTroub les (J ob 1 :6-1 2; 2:1 -7)
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B. Preparat ions (22:35-38)

C.Protectiononly inPrayer (22:39-46)
We mu st not m in imi ze thi s lesson . Two time s the Lord warn ed hi s discipl es
to pr ay that th ey ma y not en ter in to temp tation . They fai led, an d the y
sin ned. Jesus wan ted th em to hold out, but th ey fai led. An d we.. .?

1. Confidence in the Facts (35)

Thi s parag rap h real ly seems to in terr up t th e tension in the stor y, but in fact it jus t
adds an othe r di mens ion. Jesu s in tensi fies the warn in g of the comi ng cala mity .

Jesu s fi rs t pu ts th in gs in perspecti ve. The penn il ess Jesus asked, ÒWhen I sent you
ou t wi tho ut pur se an d bag an d sand als, you did no t lack an yth in g, did you ?ÓJesu s
pointe d ou t the facts . The Lor d took car e of them. ÒThey said , ÒNo, nothi ng.. .Ó(Lu ke
22:35). Jesus woul d take car e of them. But the re wou ld be chan ges.

2. Warning of Change (36-37)
Jesu sÕword s Òbu t nowÓin vers e 36 sets ou t a different conte xt. Was Jesu s tr ying to say:

¥: In Hi s absence, the y wou ld have to fend for th emselves,
Jesus mi ght hav e been awak en th em to th eir need of prayer and protectio n.

¥: He was bein g very sure to be as close to scri ptu re as possib le?
Jesus woul d fu lf il l th e prop hecy being regard in g as a cri mi nal .

I am not sur e that Jesus coul d watch the m in the same way after Hi s death an d befor e the
resurr ectio n. But He did wha t was necessar y so that th e disciples were general ly covered even
dur in g th is ti me wh en al l Hi s discipl es wou ld scatter (cf. Peter Lu 22:32). The discip les coul d have
been fu rthe r prote cted if th ey foll owed Jesus Õadvice, but they didnÕt.

On e thi ng is very clear. Jesus was not hi ntin g at mi li tary resis tanc e wh ich
oth er Jewi sh zealots had us ed. Th is is demons trate d by Jesus Õsayin g that
two sword s were suff ic ien t! Suf fi cient for wha t? Suf fi cient on ly to be
ru mor ed th at Jesu s was a crim in al.

3. A Point of Clarificat ion (38)
Sum ma ry
Luk e u ses thi s section both
as an addit ional proo f of
Jesu s Messiahs hi p by the
fu lf il lme nt of pr ophecy bu t
also to affi rm that th e fal li ng
away of the discip les was
un der the Lord Õscon trol .

1. Jesus Exhorted them to Pray (40,46)

2. Jesus Himself Prayed (41-45)

How do we treat temp tati on? Do we treat it as if we can on ou r own avoid
temp tation? But temp tation was comi ng to th e disciples. They cou ld nÕt avoid it.
The questi on was if th ey were goin g to be su ffi cientl y prepar ed not to ente r into it.
ÔEnter in g inÕim pl ies a su rre nd er to i ts snare . Jesus was tem pte d but refus ed to give
into it. Now it is the discip lesÕopportun ity to stan d strong in the Lor d; th ey needed
to pr ay to avoid ente rin g in to temp tation jus t as Jesu s did .

Alone and kn eelin g, Jesu s prays. What is th e signif icanc e of Jesu s pray in g? Why is
i t that th e Son of God mu st pr ay? How does thi s pr ayer in 42 dif fer from the pra yer
in 32?

An gels appear at cru cial t imes. Notice in thi s case th ey stre ngthened Jesu s to do
the wil l of God. After He knew an d accepted wh at GodÕs wi ll was, He was
stre ngthened to pray ferv ently abou t wh at He wou ld be facing. So inte ns e was Hi s
pray ers that ÒHis sweat becam e li ke drops of blood.Ó

The Matt hew accoun t has Jesus
addressin g the disci pl es to pray
three tim es. This is no
contra di cti on. The inci den t was
welded onto Matt hewÕsmin d, but
Luk e di d not see thi s in cid ent .

ÒPray that you may not
enter into temptation.Ó
(Luk e 22:40).
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ÒBut t his ho ur and t he pow er of dar k nes s are yours.Ó

Did Simon Peter and th e disciples have to fall?
¥ Simon was war ned (31 ).

¥ Simon was pray ed for (32).

¥ Di scip les were remi nd ed of GodÕscar e (35).

¥ Di scip les were tol d to pra y severa l ti mes (40, 46).

D. Sat anÕs Plan Unfolded (22:47-53)

E. Overcome by Temptat ion (22:54-62)

What k in d of attitu de shoul d we have of a
bro the r th at sin s? Shoul d we jud ge?
Condemn? Con fro nt? Ign ore? What was the
Lord Õsrespons e to Peter (61 , cf. 32 )?

Ju das cam e: Right place, wrong hear t
Ju dasÕk iss: Right affection , deceiving heart

Sa t an p r om i ses p ower
b u t m er c i l essl y d el i ver s
ab u se. Th ose h e
b ef r i en d s ar e b u t for h i s
ow n p u r p oses, t r am p l i n g
u p on t h ose wh o get
su ck ed u p i n t o h i s
ev i l d ev i ses.

Phy sical defense was
poin tle ss becaus e He said,
Ò.. . Not My wi ll , bu t Thi ne

be doneÓ(42). Any
inte rceptio n wou ld imp ly

noncomp li anc e to th e wi ll
of His Fathe r.

¥ Simon did nÕtl is ten to war ni ng.

¥ Di scip les didnÕtpray.

¥ Di scip les physical ly atte mp ted to contro l (50).

¥ Peter Denied Jesus 3 tim es (54- 61).

Wept bitterly

Denial


