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The Value of Investing in People (Mark 3:13-35)

A) The Importance of Choosing Wisely (Mark 3:13-19)
13 And He went up on the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. 14 And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and that He could send them out to preach, 15 and to have authority to cast out the demons. 16 And He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter), 17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means, “Sons of Thunder”); 18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.
· These verses gave us a good blueprint of Jesus’ ministry while He was on earth.  Notice that Jesus spent time and selected the 12 disciples very carefully.  He didn’t select any members of the religious establishment (Pharisee, Sadducee, scribes).  Instead He chose fishermen, a tax collector, a zealot, and seemingly less educated men.  It seems like this group would be more humble and teachable (FAT).  Although the disciples often doubted and asked dumb questions at times, they were always willing to learn and were teachable. 
· V. 14.  What was the expectation of being one of the 12?  
· (1) Spending time with Jesus; (2) Being sent out to preach; (3) and to have the special authority given by Jesus.  How is this a model for us?  (Prayerfully intentional in our discipling, investing our lives in people, and enabling them by giving them ministry responsibilities).
· There is a cost involved in following Jesus.  We cannot live the same life now as we did before becoming a believer.  (2Cor. 5:17)
· What's the difference between learning about discipleship versus actually applying it in the real world?  
· Comparing Matt 10:2-4, Luke 6:13-16, Acts 1:13.  List of 12 are very similar.  First group of 4 is always led by Peter and includes James, John, and Andrew.  Second group of 4 is led by Philip and includes Bartholomew, Thomas, and Matthew.  The third group is led by James (son of Alpheus), Thaddeus, Simon, and Judas.
· Even Jesus was not able to spend equal time and energy discipling 12 people.  Spent more time with inner circle (Peter, James, John).  Learning to prioritize is very important.  
· Each group seems to have a leader.  The small group leader most likely was the spokesmen for his group and kept everyone accountable.  There is some amount of structure and order.  Church ministry is not only the responsibility of a few but rather the collective efforts of everyone.  The job of the leaders is to train and equip so that others can join in this work of reaching out to the lost.  
· Not every disciple is the same.  Jesus said that some seeds would bear fruit 30, 60, and 100 fold.  Not important who bears more fruit but rather that every true disciple of God is bearing fruit.  

Summary:  Key Words:  _________________________

B) A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand (Mark 3:20-30)
20 And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal. 21 When His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, “He has lost His senses.” 22 The scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 If Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is finished! 27 But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.
28 “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
· V. 25  Jesus emphasizes the necessity of standing together as a family.  Unity of the church is extremely important.
· Set our minds on the needs of others instead of ourselves.  Churches divide when they have an inward, self-centered focus.  
· Resolve to avoid all differences, dissensions and disputes over non-essentials.  Be ready to concede and make sacrifices for the sake of unity and peace.
· V. 27  In Jesus’ metaphor, who is the “strong man”?  Who is the robber?

Summary:  Key Word:  ____________________

C) Jesus’ Spiritual Family (Mark 3:31-25)
31 Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him and called Him. 32 A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.” 33 Answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?” 34 Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.” 
· V. 33  When Jesus mother and brothers were looking for Him, why do you think Jesus responded the way He did by saying “Who are My mother and My brothers?”
· Key point here is that our spiritual family is more important than physical family.  Jesus offers a different kind of family. 
· However, many believers place the commands of family members over and above the opinions and commands of our heavenly Father.  
· Treat brothers and sisters in the church well.  Submit our own will to each other.  
· When we are opposed or rejected by those who are closest to us, what comfort can we receive from Christ’s words in verse 33-35?  

Summary:  Key Word:  ____________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion Questions:
1. Are there 1 or 2 people that God has placed in your life right now that you can invest your life into?  Can you list some things that you can do?    

2. What are some practical ways of promoting unity within OIF?  Can you share some of your ideas?  

3. When we are opposed or rejected by those who are closest to us, what comfort can we receive from Christ’s words in verse 33-35?  
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