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Oakland International Fellowship	Raymond Breckenridge Orr
The Parable of All Parables
 (Mark 4:1-25)

1. A parable may be a story, a simple metaphor or analogy, a comparison or even a proverbial saying.  

Parables are designed to test one’s self, not to judge others.  Thus, Mark’s record gives strong emphasis to hearers; “Listen!”(4:3)!  “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”(4:9,23).  “Pay attention to what you hear:…”(4:24).

· Each of the parables in Mark 4 give penetrating focus on the Kingdom of God.  
· Setting: This teaching opportunity included a large crowd by the lake, where Jesus sets himself apart a little 		out on a boat while the people stay along the shore.
	There is the call to listen. 
	The initial plot centers on a simple farmer and the common activity of sowing the seed.  

3 “Listen!  A sower went out to sow.  4 And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 	 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil.  	 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched and since it had no root, it withered away.  7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.  8 And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding 30-fold, 60-fold or 100-fold.”  						  (Mark 4:3-8)
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1. The sowing parable covers the life cycle: sowing, growth, and harvest.
a. 1st there is the act of sowing in relation to types of soil. 
b. 2nd there is growth as the kingdom comes with a diversity of response. 
c. 3rd there is a harvest of God acting in relationship to human responsibility.  
d. 4th there is a process of sowing, growth, and fruitful multiplication that 	results in a kingdom harvest.  					Overall focus is on the harvest, not the 	wasted seed.  
1. Privilege, mystery, and secret things belong to believers.  									All contribute to the meaning of this parable of all parables (Paralleled in Matt. 13 & Luke 8). 
10 “And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables.  11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that ‘they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be forgiven’.”  13 “And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable?  How then will you understand all the parables?			(Mark 4:10-12)
1. Understanding this parable is critical for understanding any parable (4:13).  
“To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God.”  When alone with his own disciples, Jesus gave the necessary explanation.  (4:10,11,34) 
1. These reveal that God is the One who ultimately brings about knowledge of the kingdom. 
“To those outside everything is said in parables.”  Two terms indicate purpose or intent, “so that” and “lest” (“otherwise”).  ‘So that’ focuses on the fact that one may not be enabled to “turn and be forgiven” (Matt.13:10,11) (Isa.6:9,10 ; Jer.5:21 ; Ezek.12:1,2).  Repentance and forgiveness are subject to the control of a sovereign God.  (Mk.4:11-12)
14 “The sower sows the word.  15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.  16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy.   17 And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.  18 And others are the ones sown among thorns.  They are those who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.  20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, 30-fold and 60-fold and 100-fold.”  		     			 (Mark 4:14-20)
1. [image: C:\Users\Ridge\Pictures\Bible photos\The sower of seed #2.jpg]Various kinds of response:   a. eaten   b. shriveled   c. choked  &  d. fruitful
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Seed being sown is the word of God.
  Path : hard heart (unresponsive),
Rocky ground : shallow heart (impulsive), 
Thorns : overcrowded heart (preoccupied), 
And the Good Soil : (responsive, persevering, single in devotion and fruitful) 
· This gives warning to all who receive God’s word (the Seed).
‘Ears to hear’ has to do with submission to God as we seek to trust Him and die 	to all manner of self-reliance.
1. The mark of the kingdom at work is when and where the word of God is fruitful.  
The interpretation focuses upon the central importance of the word of God as it spreads and has influence over the human race --- the ‘harvest’.  
· Thus the kingdom of God is only truly revealed in the 4th type of person/soil mentioned, in contrast to the failure to properly hear, accept and bear fruit as disclosed in the first three people/soils.    
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 	should abide, … ” (John 15:16)
Greater Context:
1. Prior to this parable, Mark has warned about those who blaspheme (revile or speak irreverently against) the Holy Spirit (Mk. 3:22-30), marking out those who do the will of God as his genuine family members (Mk. 3:31-35).
 
1. After this parable, an analogy of the lamp focuses upon those things “meant to be disclosed” or “meant to be brought out into the open”.  Thus the parable of all parables clearly reveals how we can know for certain that we have ‘ears to hear’ (4:23): that we are those who know, enter and live in God’s kingdom.  			

21 “And he said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand?  22 For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light.  23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.’  24 And he said to them, ‘Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you.  25 For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away’.”    													 (Mark 4:21-25)

· This parable of sowing enables us to know the difference between a person who has and “will be given more”, bearing fruit 30-fold, 60-fold or even 100-fold; and one who does not have, and “even what he has will be taken away.” (compare  Gal.6:7-10)          
 			“You will recognize them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16)

Summary:  These parables stress that human responsibility functions in the context of God’s sovereign design.  
6. Mark uses Jesus’ fertile parabolic images of sowing to clarify our understanding of his kingdom. 
6. As the farmer works to plant the seed, he must wait patiently for its growth.  So too in the mystery of spiritual fruitfulness, the seed of God’s word comes to full, spiritual maturity at God’s appointed time for harvest. 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]To those who listened to him he taught in parables, giving them as much as they could understand: so too with us!
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Questions for Discussion:
1. Do you think that Jesus was right to only reveal the explanation of the parables to his disciples?

1. What are the evidences that godly fruit is being born in your life?  

1. If someone asked you to explain the real nature of the Kingdom of God, how would you do it? 
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