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I. The Foundation of Marriage
Genesis 2:18-25

This pre-fall material covers the same essential material as chapter 1.  It sets forth God’s intention to bring blessing to the creation He has powerfully spoken into existence.  In this passage, the foundation of God’s divine standard for marriage is brought into focus.  Though no longer in a pristine state, the principles God gives are vital for healthy human marriage.

Introduction: 
· God breathed life into man (2:7).  This is not simple life-animation but divine image.  God implanted living 		   inspiration and divine spiritual understanding in the creation of human life. 
· In today’s portion of Scripture, God provides man with the helper he will need (2:18,20-25), adding greater detail  
     to what happened on the 6th day of creation.  
· As mentioned thus far in our study, Adam’s story is not ‘myth’ or ‘legendary fiction’.  Luke (Lk.3:38), Paul 		     
	   (Rom. 5:14), and Jude (Jude 14) all refer to ADAM as a real living human being (by implication Eve as well). 

A. Made For Man:  Adam’s helper could not be found outside of him in the created order (18-20,22)

1. “Not good to be alone” – There was nothing suitable among the animals (19-20).  This is a moral statement revealing that Adam is not yet complete.  It shows that community was intended in the original creation of man.
2. One “suitable for man” – Adam names all the animals.  Naming reveals an exercise of authority.  Here, Adam begins to serve as representative head of humanity reflecting God’s power and authority in the creative design.  But Adam must be made aware of what he is missing.  He needs a flesh-line.  This differs from what is commonly referred to as the ‘blood line’.  Thus in the responsible act of naming, Adam becomes aware of his solitude.  This in turn prepares him to deeply appreciate the fullness of life he will only find in community with his other half.  
3. This ‘helper’ was to be a distinct person from Adam, made for Adam.  They would share the full experience of what it means to be human.  This same word as here is used repeatedly for God who is at times described as the ‘HELPER’ in Ex.18:4    Deut. 33:7    1 Sam. 7:12    Ps. 20:12 --- (God, the strong one, helping those who are weak).

B. Made From Man: Adam’s rib was taken and fashioned into a woman (21-23)
	
1. God “fashioned into a woman the rib which he had taken from the man”.  The text of this divine act sets in motion marriage institution at the foundation of the human race.  The “deep sleep” induced by God provides opportunity for divine power and revelation to manifest.  This 1st arranged marriage is mysterious indeed!  
2. “Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” – Adam immediately recognized that this was the other half of what it means to be human.  A companion, yes, but even more than a companion.  With the creation of Eve, in body, soul and spirit Adam was now fully mankind: the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual completion of human life.  There is a strong sense of sameness in the sexes implied by this declaration. 
a) both fully share in the image of God, 
b) both are placed under God’s moral command,  
c) both will share blame and are condemned as sinners in chapter 3, and 
d) both will be given the privilege to receive God’s grace, established and secured by redemption in Christ.
3.  This unique interplay on day # 6 has prudent purpose.  “He took one of the ribs” – Woman fashioned from man’s rib accents the reality that she would neither be head, taking charge, nor foot, being trampled upon; but rather from the side to be his equal, protected and cherished in holy relationship.  Scripture reveals an equality, harmony, intimacy and community that God intended for man’s relationship to woman.  This is evident in the teaching of the N.T, where both are to be in submission to one-another (Eph. 5:21).  Man is to acknowledge woman’s undiminished honor as a fellow heir in the grace of new life (1 Peter 3:7b).
C. Made To Manifest God’s Image: (22,24-25)
1. “For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother”  
	This interjection is unexpected, for it records God’s revelation given to Moses well after creation.  It reflects back 	to the original condition, as Moses enforces God’s prescribed standard for establishment and division of families.
2. As man “shall cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh”, they are to have a life-long commitment where responsibilities are fully shared.  This oneness of man and woman reflects God’s relationship with the church (Eph. 5:29-32).   It also reflects the Oneness of the Triune God (John 17:21-23).  “What therefore God has joined together let no man separate” (Mat. 19:6).  This marriage institution applies to our temporary life while on earth, as there will be no man-woman marriage in the resurrected life (Luke 20:34-46).
3. “And the man and his wife were both naked and not ashamed” - The pristine state required unhindered communication and intimacy to sustain relationship of man and woman.  But most of all, the created order provided man and woman with an immediate, exposed communion with God. 
a. Here is primal innocence where woman is both full complement, yet counterpart as man’s ‘helper’.	
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]In the pre-fall state, Adam and Eve accepted their nakedness as normal.  There was nothing to hide.  But post-fall, man and woman fear exposure.  Thus Adam and Eve will try to hide, though fig leaves could not cover their guilt and shame.  The N.T. teaching calls sinners to confess sin one to another (James 5:16), to speak the truth in love (Eph.4:15,25), and to walk as children of light (Eph. 5:8-14).  All such directives / commands guide us back to God’s original standard.  
4. God’s manifest image in humanity is declared in 1:27: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female her created them.”  On one hand, Adam and Eve were identical, Eve fashioned from man; but on the other hand, God created Adam and Eve distinct giving them different functions in their relationship.  The passage informs us that God “brought her to the man” (v.22).  God created Eve from Adam and then gave her as a ‘gift’ to Adam.  God’s divine act fulfilled human need & reflected His finished image in man.  
a. As referenced above, God is One.  And the Christian faith acknowledges a plurality of majesty revealed as the 3 persons in 1 God; all equal in substance, in power and in glory.  Thus, God has no superior / inferior distinction within His ‘essential nature’.  Yet, there is a clear demarcation and distinction made in the work of redemption with regard to the ‘economic nature’ of God.

b. John 5:19ff demonstrates this distinction between the Father and the Son: “… the Son can do nothing of himself, unless it is something he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.”  Jesus clearly affirmed a subordinate and obedient position to the Father as he came to do the Father’s will.  But, as the Son eternally shares the same essential nature with the Father, subordination in this context does not necessitate or confer an inferior status.  
c. Consider R. C. Sproul’s observation: “With regard to the economic Trinity, we distinguish among the three persons of the Godhead in terms of their roles in creation and redemption.  It is the Father who sends the Son into the world for our redemption.  It is the Son who acquires our redemption for us.  It is the Spirit who applies that redemption to us.  We do not have three gods.  We have one God in persons, and the three persons are distinguished in the economy of redemption in terms of what They do.”  

d. God has made a clear distinction in “male - female” relationships.  There is a subordination that maintains distinctions in function (Eph. 5:22-24  & 1 Pet. 3:1-6), yet fully affirms their full equality in relation to God.  Parallel to the Father and Son relationship, in the divine economy, male - female relationship functions as a complementary partnership.  Thus the man is commanded to ‘leave’ the strong parental bond and ‘cleave’ to the woman as they establish a new family unit.  Mind you, in the original creation there was no fear of exploitation!  
Discussion Questions:
 
1. How does the changing concept of marriage in modern culture differ from that presented in this text? 

2. In what ways does this passage help to clarify and support the Christian view of marriage? 

3. How is the image of God in humanity a key component in defending the traditional marriage relationship? 
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