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#6 God’s Grace in a Fallen World
Genesis 3:14-24 (ESV)
God’s free gift of grace to save man from his sin has been present and true from the first moment of sin. Manifesting itself in the cross and culminating in Jesus’ return, God’s redemptive plan has never wavered. From the beginning, God set the stage for grace to prevail in battle over sin, renewing and reconciling man and the fallen world where one death will bring new life in abundance.
A. The Lord Responds to the Sin of Man
God Himself establishes the penalties for and prophesies the future and destiny of the serpent, Adam, Eve, and all mankind.


  1. The Serpent (Satan) (3:14-15): “Because you have done this…”

a. “_________ are you…on your belly you shall go…”
b. “I will put _________ between you and the women, and between your offspring and her offspring.
· There will be opposition between Satan’s offspring and Eve’s offspring
c. “He shall bruise your _________, and you shall bruise his _________.”
· The long-lasting struggle will have a conclusion: Satan will cause suffering to Eve’s offspring, but her offspring will strike a fatal blow to the head at the hands of Jesus (Rev 19)
The serpent will be a reminder to man of the fall, of the danger of temptation, and of the final verdict in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

  2. The Woman (Eve) (3:16): “To the woman He said…”

a. “I will surely multiply your _________ in childbearing…”
· “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth…” (Gen 1:28) will now come with bitter pain
b. “”Your _________ shall be for your husband, and he shall _________ over you.”
· Both rule and desire have been tainted by sin and continue to pervade our society today.

  3. Adam (3:17-19): “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it’…”

a. “Cursed is the _________ because of you...”
· The ground that he works will itself be cursed (Romans 8:20-22).
b. “In _________ you shall eat of it all the days of your life”
· To work and keep the garden (Gen 2:15) will now come with pain.
· Same word pain as with Eve, and note that God’s command is still active.
c. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you ____________________________...”
· Death, the true consequence of sin, will also be accompanied by painful labor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary: The consequences of sin can be seen throughout this fallen world. Death, and bitter pain, not only in childbearing and labor, but also in the relationships between people, come to all. Yet, the gospel of Jesus Christ shines brightly against this backdrop of suffering, for God loved man and chose to restore His creation.
B. God’s Grace to Fallen Man
Under the devastating effects of sin, God’s grace abounds. His present grace reaches man in his present, fallen condition, and His redemptive plan faithfully marches on, as it has from the very beginning.

  1. God’s Provision: Clothing Nakedness…in Righteousness (Gen 3:21)

a.  “And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife _________ of skins and clothed them.”
· These garments replaced the loincloths Adam and Eve had made (Gen 3:7).
b. God Himself will provide a Way (John 14:6) to deal with our brokenness and fallen nature.
c. We will be clothed in salvation and righteousness (Isa 61:10).

  2. Grace in Death (Gen 3:22-24)

“Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, _________ he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, __________________--’ therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. (Gen 3:22-24)

a.  “Lest he…take also of the tree of life and eat, and live for ever,-- therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden…”
· Sin brings about spiritual death in a person, separating us from the righteousness of God.
· In such a state, intimate fellowship with God (pre-fall) is impossible, for God is holy.
b. God does not allow us to live forever, eternally separate from Him, but in love for man, provides the only Way, a perfect Sacrifice, that can atone for the full weight of our sin.
God’s desire is not to deprive man but to be with man, with the tree of life in their midst, as it was in Eden (Gen 2:9), as it will be in the new heaven and earth (Rev 22:1-3).
Summary: God’s Grace in a Fallen World- the Gospel of Jesus Christ
The account of the Fall captures the essence of God’s eternal grace to man:
He brings us out of our spiritual death and the painful suffering it brings, into new and eternal life (Rom 8:18-25).
He will provide for us now and carry His work in us to completion (Phil 1:6).
Jesus Christ will be victorious over Satan and his followers (Rev 19).
These are by God’s own will, just as we receive His free gift of grace through no work of our own (Eph 2:8-9).
If we would believe in His name, we will dwell with God as His children, fully clothed in His righteousness. (John 1:12)

Discussion Questions

1. What do you make of God’s banishing Adam and Eve from the garden of Eden and the tree of life?

2. In what was did God reveal His grace in this passage?
#6 Genesis 3:14-24 – Handout  		2
image1.jpeg
-

of Foundatlons -




